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How to Spot What's in the Public Domain

Not everything you find online is free to use, but works in the public domain are. These are texts,
images, or recordings that are no longer under copyright, meaning you can use, share, print, and remix
them without permission.

Here’s how to tell if something is in the public domain:

- It was published in the United States before 1929 (as of 2025)

- The creator died more than 70 years ago, and no one renewed the copyright

- It was never copyrighted or was explicitly released into the public domain

Project Gutenberg is a reliable source for public domain books. You can search by author, title, or
subject and download classic works in a variety of formats. Look for files labeled HTML, plain text, or
PDF.

Public domain works are great for teaching literature, creative writing prompts, historical context, and
more.

Explore here: https://www.gutenberg.org


